Craig Groeschel
Unstoppable Courage

Big idea: “The path to your greatest potential is often straight through your greatest fear”

Question: What is your greatest personal fear? Fear of public speaking? Fear of failure? Fear of conflict?

2 Timothy 1:7 – “For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power, love and of a sound mind”

Our spiritual enemy, the devil, is trying to out-talk us of God’s destiny.

2 Sam 23:20 – Story of Benaiah

· One of the top five soldiers in Israel

· One of David’s “Mighty Men”

· He was a general in the Israeli army

· Every 3rd month he would have full command over 24,000 troops

· He was the captain of King David’s bodyguards.

· “He also went down into a pit on a snowy day and killed a lion” 2 Sam 23:20b

“People with authentic faith, chase lions” – Mark Batterson

Normal people do NOT chase lions. They rarely live by faith. Normal people live with regrets.

As you think about your greatest fear, ask yourself – “How does this impact my daily living?”. What is the lion you need to chase? What is God calling you to do that you may not be doing?

· Is there a ministry God is calling you to do?

· Is there a business you are thinking of starting?

· Is there an addiction you need to get rid of?

· Is there part of the world you need to go to? To lead a mission’s group?

· Is there a book that’s in you?

The path to your greatest potential is THROUGH your greatest fear.

Two important qualities of those with unstoppable courage:

1. People with unstoppable courage know that the the BIGGER their God is, the SMALLER the lions become.

a. Too many people are looking at the lions, when they should be looking at God.

b. A great example is in Daniel 6:20 – 22.

i. King Darius was asking about “your God”. Often times today, people ‘believe’ ing God, but think of Him as someone else’s God, not their own. 

ii. When it shifts from “Who is your God”, to “This is who my God is, everything changes. The impossible becomes possible. 

2. People with unstoppable courage understand that playing it safe is risky.

a. Hebrews 11:6 – “And without faith, it is impossible to please God”

b. The goal of faith is NOT the elimination of risk. There is no such thing as risk-free faith.

i. One of the tragedies about life today is that we are trying to eliminate risk!

ii. When you live by faith, risk increases and man-made security decreases.

iii. Real faith goes against what most people thinks and goes for what God thinks.

3. People with unstoppable courage feel the fear, step through it and do it anyway.

a. Step out of doubts, fear and insecurity, and step into the faith of God who say you can do it. 

b. Do what you can do and trust God to do what only He can do.

What’s the Lion you need to chase? What’s your next step?

One Prayer update

· 3000 churches involved in the past 3 years.

· 1600 new churches planted India, Combodia, China and Sudan

