

Week 11- April 22nd     


Week 11 (3rd-5th Grade)

April 22, 2012
Lesson- Jesus’ Ministry Begins
Materials-


· Treasure Box
· 7 pieces of paper
· 7 markers in bold colors 
· 9 pieces of copy paper
· “Flight Strips” handout
· Scissors
· Glue
· 20 coins
· Masking Tape
· “The Power of God is in You”
· “Parent’s Page” handout
Bible Point- Jesus shows people the power of God. I can look for God’s power in my life.
Memory Verse- Matthew 4:24
“… People brought to him all who were ill with different kinds of sicknesses … Jesus

healed all of them.”
Last Week’s Memory Verse- Matthew 28:6
“He is not here; he has risen, just as he said!”
As students enter the classroom ask if they know their memory verse from last week. If they can recite it to you, allow the student to pick a prize from the treasure box. Place their prize in the child’s paper pocket hanging outside the door.
Come Together (10 minutes)- Resisting Temptation 

Supplies: paper, markers in bold colors

Ahead of time, prepare signs that contain several color words, but use a different color to write the letters. For instance, write the word “purple” using an orange marker. Write “green” using a brown marker, and so on. For maximum impact, use a thick line of color. 

Say, How strong is your will power? Let’s see who can resist temptation. Hold up signs and ask children to tell you what the signs say. Most likely, at least some of the children will say the color of the letters they see, rather than the word the letters spell. Others will catch themselves and think a moment before reading the words. The natural inclination of most people is to say the color they see, rather than read the word. 

Talk about:

• Why is it hard to resist saying the color of the letters rather than the words?

• Tell me about some times when it’s easy to get off track from what you’re supposed to do.

Say, In the Bible story today, the devil tried to get Jesus off track so he wouldn’t do God’s work. He tempted Jesus with great things. Let’s find out what Jesus did and how it helped him get ready to do God’s work.
The Story (10 minutes)- Jesus Show God’s Power
Supplies: copy paper, “Flight Strips” handout, scissors, glue
Ahead of time, cut apart the flight strips. Fold nine sheets of paper into paper airplanes. Glue one flight strip on each airplane. As you tell the story, you’ll pause as indicated to take a flight and find out what Jesus is doing next.

When Jesus was alive on earth, he walked everywhere. Or he may have ridden a donkey once in awhile. If he were on earth now, maybe he would use an airplane. Let’s imagine that we’re flying around with Jesus. I’m going to throw some paper airplanes. If you catch one, read aloud what it says. So fasten your seatbelts and let’s get ready for our first flight.

The Bible doesn’t tell us a lot about Jesus between the time he was twelve years old and when he was thirty. One of his friends might have been his cousin John. John was not only Jesus’ cousin, but he was also a special person to God. He preached in the desert, saying, “Turn away from your sins.” One day Jesus found John preaching near the Jordan River. Pause to throw Airplane 1: Jesus is baptized.
Jesus wanted John to baptize him. As soon as he came up out of the water, Jesus saw the Spirit of God come down on him like a dove. A voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, and I love him.” Then the Holy Spirit led Jesus on the next part of journey. Pause to throw Airplane 2: Jesus is tempted.
The Holy Spirit took Jesus into the desert all by himself. For forty days and forty nights, he didn’t eat anything. The devil came to him when he was very hungry. The devil told Jesus to turn stones into bread so he could eat. But Jesus resisted the temptation. He stuck to God’s way. The devil wanted Jesus to jump off a high building so the angels could save him. But Jesus resisted the temptation. He stuck to God’s way. The devil promised to give Jesus all the kingdoms of the world if Jesus would bow to the devil. But Jesus resisted the temptation. He stuck to God’s way. Then the devil left, and angels came and took care of Jesus. Getting baptized by John and being tempted in the wilderness were two events that got Jesus ready for the work God wanted him to do. Now it was time to start doing that work. Pause to throw Airplane 3: Jesus begins showing the power of God.
Jesus was ready to start his ministry and tell the people that God had sent him to save them from their sins forever. He preached everywhere he went, and people began to follow him. Pause to throw Airplane 4: Jesus heals Peter’s mother-in-law.
Jesus had a few special friends, called his disciples. One of his disciples was Peter. Peter had a wife, and one day her mother was sick. Jesus took her by the hand and helped her up. The fever left her right at that moment. People saw the power of God and started bringing other sick people to Jesus. Pause to throw Airplane 5: Jesus heals a man with a skin disease.
A man who had a skin disease came to Jesus. He got down on his knees and begged. He said, “If you are willing to make me clean, you can do it.” Jesus showed the power of God again and made the man well right at that moment. Pause to throw Airplane 6: Jesus heals a man who can’t move.
One day Jesus was preaching in a crowded house. Four friends wanted to bring their friend to Jesus. He couldn’t walk, so they had to carry him. But the house was too crowded, and they couldn’t get in. So they made a hole in the roof and lowered the man through the hole, right in front of Jesus. Jesus told the man, “Your sins are forgiven.” Then he said, “Get up. Take your mat and go home.” And the man got up! He walked away while everyone watched. All the people were amazed at the way Jesus was showing the power of God. Pause to throw Airplane 7: Jesus heals people in great pain.
News about Jesus spread all over. People brought to him all who were ill with different kinds of sicknesses. Some were suffering with great pain, and Jesus showed God’s power and healed them. Pause to throw Airplane 8: Jesus heals people shaking wildly.
Some of the people who came to Jesus were shaking wildly. They couldn’t control their own bodies. Jesus showed God’s power and healed them. Pause to throw Airplane 9: Large crowds follow Jesus.
Large crowds followed Jesus everywhere he went. People came from close by and far away. Everyone heard about the amazing things that Jesus did when he showed God’s power and wanted to see for themselves. Jesus traveled from one town to another. He announced the good news of God’s kingdom and showed the power of God’s kingdom by everything he did and everything he said.

At the end of the story time ask children to recap the story. Then read the Bible verse

for today. 
Ask:

• How did Jesus’ temptation get him ready to do God’s work?

• How did Jesus show the power of God?

Say, We might not be able to watch Jesus do miracles like the people in the Bible, but we can be sure that God’s power is still at work.
Explore More (10 Minutes) Weak Moments
Supplies: coins, wall

Say, In our Bible story, we heard about a lot of sick people. They probably felt weak and helpless, and that’s why they came to Jesus. Let’s get an idea of how they felt. Have the class line up against a wall with their backs and heels against the wall. Set a coin a few inches in front of each child. See if they can pick up the coins without moving their feet. This is almost impossible to do because bending over requires shifting the body’s center of gravity, which you can’t do if you are standing up against the wall. 
Talk about:

• How did you feel when you couldn’t do something as simple as bend over and pick up a coin?

• How do you think the people who came to Jesus felt?

• How does God show you his power when you feel helpless?

Say, God doesn’t wave a magic wand to fix everything that goes wrong, but he does let us know that he is powerful and wants to help us.
Game (10 Minutes)- Father, Son, Holy Spirit
Supplies: Masking Tape
Before starting the game, use masking tape to make a straight line on the floor about 15 - 20 feet long, or 2 feet for each child. The game is played much like Simon Says in that you will try to trick the kids into making a mistake.
What you will do:
Have the kids line up along the tape all facing the same direction. You will then demonstrate what they are to do when they hear you yell out the words "Father", "Son", or "Holy Spirit". 

When they hear, "Father", they need to jump with both feet on the left side of the line like this: 
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When they hear, "Son", they must jump with both feet to the right side of the line like this: 
And if they hear, "Holy Spirit", they must jump so the line is between their feet like this: [image: image2.png]



Any mistakes, going to the wrong side, stepping on the tape, falling etc., and that child is out until the start of the next game. The last one still playing is the winner. As leader, your job is to trick the kids into thinking they should go one way when the correct way is different. For example, you may say "Father, Son, Holy Spirit" several times until a pattern is established. Then say, "Father, Son, Father" and some of the kids will no doubt straddle the line thinking you were going to say "Holy Spirit." 
Snack- (5-7 Minutes)

 Memory Verse (10 Minutes) The Power of God is in You
Supplies: “The Power of God is in You”
Pass out a copy of the “The Power of God Is In You” handout to each child. Talk about how God’s power is everywhere and we can see evidence of it in the people, places, events, and things we come into contact with every day. A part of God’s power is in us as well. Just as we rely on God there are people that also can rely on us. And God gives us each gifts we can use to help. As a group talk about situations that are currently happening in the community or world that demand help. Then have the class design posters, asking for help. Have them be specific in what they are asking for.

Share their ideas.       

Extra Time….

Pull out games from the bottom of the black cabinets.
Take Home Sheet-
Please make sure each child’s take home sheets and “Parent’s Page” is in the paper pockets outside the classroom ready for pickup after class. Remind the children that if they memorize the verse this week and come back on Sunday and say it to the teacher then they can pick a prize out of the treasure box!
