

Week 3- February 19th  


Week 3 (3rd-5th grade)

February 19, 2012
Lesson- The Beginning of the End
Materials-


· Treasure Box
· “Tongue Twisters” handout 
· 3 Copies of the Story Script  
· Manila folder 

· Index cards

· Markers

· Beanbags

· Sturdy paper
· Masking tape
· CD player
· Music
· “I Will Help You” word search
· Copies of “Parent’s Page”
Bible Point- God doesn’t give up on his people. God won’t give up on me.
Memory Verse- Isaiah 49:8


“When it is time to save you, I will help you. I will keep you safe.”
Last Week’s Memory Verse (5 minutes)- 1 Kings 17:1
[Elijah said,] “I serve the Lord. He is the God of Israel.”

As students enter the classroom ask if they know their memory verse from last week. If they can recite it to you, allow the student to pick a prize from the treasure box. Then, have the students place their prizes in their paper pockets located outside the classroom.
Come Together (10 minutes)
Supplies: “Tongue Twisters” handout

Have some fun with the children by exploring tongue twisters. Start with simpler ones and say them slowly as children learn them. Then try to speed up. Move on to longer, more complicated ones. When you get to the hardest one, have the class stand up and try to say it accurately and quickly. (You might need to practice ahead of time!) Ask children to sit down when they know they’ve made a mistake or when they can no longer keep up the speed. 

Talk about:

• What did it feel like when you had to give up?

• Tell me about something that happened to you when you had to give up.

Say, Our Bible story today is about a time when God’s people probably felt like giving up, but they discovered that God does not give up on them.
The Story (15 minutes)- God Takes and Gives
Supplies:  3 copies of the story script

Follow the directions to present the following Bible story. Then gather to debrief.

God Takes and Gives

Ask three fluent readers to present the Bible story to the large group. Two are narrators. One is the “Echo Leader.” Explain to the large group that everyone should repeat everything the Echo Leader says (as indicated in bold).

Narrator 1: God’s people wanted a king, so he gave them a king.

Echo Leader: God gave them a king.

Group: God gave them a king.
Narrator 2: But as the years passed, the kings fell away from following God. The Lord sent prophets to warn the people, but the people ignored God’s messengers. They didn’t follow God’s rules. They didn’t listen to God’s messages.

Echo Leader: They didn’t listen!

Group: They didn’t listen!

Narrator 1: So God let the punishment come. The kingdom split into Israel and Judah. Kings from other nations came in and took away all the money in Israel and destroyed houses and cities. In fact, the people of Israel were captured and led away to live in other countries.

Narrator 2: Things were not much better in Judah, the other group of God’s people. A few good kings tried to turn things around, but most of the people paid no attention. God sent another messenger, a prophet named Isaiah, to tell the people to change their ways.

Narrator 1: If Judah shaped up and started obeying God like they were supposed to, God would forgive them and protect them from the kings of other countries. Isaiah tried really hard to get the people to listen. He told the people all the things God would take away from them if they didn’t change.

Echo Leader: Supplies.

Group: Supplies.

Echo Leader: Food and water.

Group: Food and water.

Echo Leader: Heroes and soldiers.

Group: Heroes and soldiers.

Echo Leader: Judges and prophets.

Group: Judges and prophets.

Echo Leader: Elders and captains.

Group: Elders and captains.

Echo Leader: Government leaders.

Group: Government leaders.

Echo Leader: Advisers.

Group: Advisers.

Echo Leader: Skilled workers.

Group: Skilled workers.

Narrator 2: All these good things would go away because the people were not following God. The people would fight with each other, and everyone would suffer.

Echo Leader: Everyone would suffer.

Group: Everyone would suffer.

Narrator 1: Isaiah said, “Your leaders have taken you down the wrong path. They have turned you from the right path.” But the people paid no attention. Isaiah said that the cities would fall apart and the people of Judah would be marched off to another country in chains!

Narrator 2: But Isaiah’s message was not all doom and gloom. He knew that God still loved his people and was not going to give up on them. So his message was also about the good things that would happen after the horrible stuff was over. God was going to bring good things back.

Echo Leader: God would show his tender love toward his people.

Group: God would show his tender love toward his people.

Echo Leader: God would settle the people back in their own land.

Group: God would settle the people back in their own land.

Echo Leader: Israel’s suffering would end.

Group: Israel’s suffering would end.

Echo Leader: Other nations would help God’s people.

Group: Other nations would help God’s people.

Echo Leader: God would break the power of evil rulers.

Group: God would break the power of evil rulers.

Echo Leader: God would answer prayers.

Group: God would answer prayers.

Echo Leader: God would save his people.

Group: God would save his people.

Narrator 1: God said to his people, “When it is time to save you, I will help you. I will keep you safe.”

Narrator 2: Isaiah’s message got even better. God let him see things that would happen in the future—way in the future. Isaiah had visions of the Messiah, the person who would save all of Judah and the whole world.

Narrator 1: Isaiah knew about Jesus hundreds of years before Jesus was born. God wanted to give his people hope for the future. No matter how many bad choices God’s people made, he wasn’t going to give up on them.

Narrator 2: Isaiah told the people that God’s servant would grow up like a tender young plant. He said, “He suffered the things we should have suffered. He took on himself the pain that should have been ours. He was crushed because we had done what was evil.”

Narrator 1: “All of us are like sheep. We have wandered away from God. All of us have turned to our own way. And the Lord has placed on his servant the sins of all of us. He gave his life for those who had done what is wrong.”

Narrator 2: Isaiah was talking about Jesus long before Jesus was ever born. That’s because God had a plan not just for the people of Israel and Judah, but for all people. He doesn’t give up on any of us.

Narrator 1: He sent Jesus so that all of us can have the same close relationship with God that the Israelites had in the Old Testament. God doesn’t give up on his people, and he doesn’t give up on us.

 Ask:

• Why did God take so many things away from his people?

• What did God have planned for his people in the future?

Say, We feel like giving up plenty of times. It’s good to know that God doesn’t give up on us.
Game (10-15 Minutes)- God Never Gives Up Folder Game
Supplies: manila folder, index cards, markers, beanbags

Prepare the game by opening the folder. Across the bottom, write the words of the Bible verse: “When it is time to save you, I will help you. I will keep you safe.” (Isaiah 49:8) Use a marker to draw a large square on the left side of the folder and another on the right. Children will make the game cards. Ask them to write on one card something they have felt like giving up on. On another card, have them finish this sentence: “Because God doesn’t give up on me, I can ….” Encourage each player to make several sets of cards. Collect the cards. Place the first set on the left side of the folder, above the box. Place the second set on the right side.

Set the folder on the floor and have the students stand back a few feet. Children will play by tossing a beanbag at the square on the left side of the folder. A player who hits the square draws a card and reads it aloud, then aims another beanbag for the square on the right side. If a player misses the square, another player takes a turn. Play until all the cards are revealed. 

Talk about:

• How did God show that he does not give up on his people in the Bible story?

• How do you know that God does not give up on you?

Say, No matter what his people did in Bible times, God didn’t give up on them, and he doesn’t give up on you, either!
Memory Verse (10 minutes)- Bible Verse Cake Walk
Supplies: sturdy paper, marker, masking tape, CD player, music

Use the marker to write words or phrases of the Bible verse on sheets of paper. On an extra sheet, draw a big star. Tape the sheets to the floor in a circle with a step or two in between. Aim to have a circle of about twelve sheets for eight to ten children. Enlarge the circle with blank sheets for a larger group or run two circles. Begin your activity time by reviewing the words of the Bible verse: “When it is time to save you, I will help you. I will keep you safe.” (Isaiah 49:8) Play this Bible verse game like a cake walk. Have children walk around the circle while music plays. Randomly stop the music. The child

standing on the starred sheet chooses any word from the Bible verse. The player behind this child must begin with that word and say the rest of Bible verse. If a player chooses the Bible reference, the next player says the Bible verse from the beginning. Start the music again. 

After the game, talk about:

• Tell me about a time when you need God’s help.

• Describe some ways that God helps you.

Say, This verse doesn’t mean that nothing bad will ever happen to us, but it does mean that God is close to us all the time. He’s always there to help and plans good things for us.
Closing (5 minutes)- I Will Help You 
Supplies: “I Will Help You” word search, Pencils
God made this promise to people in Bible times. He makes that same promise to us. Have the children think about times they have had in life, or times they have heard about, that show clearly that God was helping and keeping someone (or themselves) safe. Draw and describe four of these events. Share the drawing and the verse with families at home. 
Extra Time…..

Pull out board games or MadLibs from the bottom shelf in the black cabinets.
Take Home Sheet-
Please make sure each child’s take home sheets and Parent’s Page are in the paper pockets outside the classroom. Remind the children that if they memorize the verse this week and come back on Sunday and say it to the teacher then they can pick a prize out of the treasure box!
