

Week 4- February 26th

Week 4 (3rd-5th grade)

February 26, 2012
Lesson- The Kingdoms’ Fall
Materials-


· Treasure Box
· 1 copy of  “What Happens?” handout 
· 3 copies of “God’s Love Never Ends” Script
· Copies of Puzzle Writing handout
· Pencils
· balloons, 
· Permanent markers
· Copied of the “Parent’s Page” 
Bible Point- God’s people suffer because of their sin, but God still loves them. His love for me will never end.
Memory Verse- Lamentations 3:24
I say to myself, “The Lord is everything I will ever need. So I will put my hope in him.”

Last Week’s Memory Verse (5 minutes)- Isaiah 49:8


“When it is time to save you, I will help you. I will keep you safe.”

As students enter the classroom ask if they know their memory verse from last week. If they can recite it to you, allow the student to pick a prize from the treasure box. Then, have the students put their prizes in the paper pockets outside the classroom. They can pick them up after class.
Come Together (10 minutes)- What Happens
Supplies: 1 copy of “What Happens?” handout

Ask a series of “what happens” questions that establish cause and effect. The questions begin with simple facts and progress to matters of choice. Every choice has a consequence. 

After going through the list talk about:

• What happens if you sometimes make the wrong choice?

• What is the purpose of punishment?

Say, The Bible story today is about a time when God’s people were making lots of wrong choices. Let’s find out what happened to them.
The Story (15 minutes)- God’s Love Never Ends
Supplies: 3 copies of “God’s Love Never Ends” Script 
Follow the directions to present the following Bible story. Then gather to debrief.

God’s Love Never Ends

This Bible story is a trial setting. Kids will use the script to conduct a trial and see if God’s people deserved the consequences they suffered for their sin. You’ll need players to be judge, prosecutor, defense attorney, bailiff, and Jeremiah. You can arrange a simple set to look like a courtroom if you like.

Bailiff: 
Court is in session.

Judge: 
Bailiff, what is our case?

Bailiff: 
The people of Judah.

Judge:
 What is the charge?
Bailiff: 
God’s people are charged with going their own way instead of following God.

Judge: 
Let’s begin. The prosecution may make its opening statement.

Prosecutor: 
Thank you, Your Honor. Today, we will prove beyond a shadow of a doubt that the people of Judah knew they were following false gods.

Judge: 
Is that it?

Prosecutor: 
We will also prove that the people of Judah freely chose to ignore the warnings of prophets.

Judge: 
Anything else?

Prosecutor: 
Finally, we will prove that the people of Judah deserved the punishment the prophets warned about.

Judge: 
You seem well prepared. How about the defense?

Defense: 
Your Honor, we will show that the people were led astray.

Judge:
Mmm. I will try to keep an open mind, but that seems doubtful.

Defense: 
Your Honor, the kings of Judah were under extreme stress.

Judge: 
Bailiff, do you think the defense has a case?

Bailiff: 
No, your honor.

Defense: 
Objection! It’s not up to the bailiff to decide.

Judge: 
Then let’s ask the jury.

Defense: 
Objection! We haven’t presented our case yet.

Judge: 
Okay. We’ll listen to both sides, but I’m pretty sure how this is going to turn out.

Prosecutor: 
The prosecution calls Jeremiah to the stand.

Bailiff: 
Do you promise to tell the truth?

Jeremiah: 
I do.

Bailiff: 
He’s all yours.

Prosecutor: 
Jeremiah, tell us what you do for a living.

Jeremiah: 
I am a prophet of God.

Prosecutor:
What does that mean?

Jeremiah: 
I tell the people a message God wants them to hear.

Prosecutor: 
Is your message the same as other prophets’ messages? Is it the same as Isaiah? Or Amos? Or Hosea?

Defense: 
Objection! The witness cannot speak for other prophets.

Judge: 
Sustained.

Prosecutor: 
It doesn’t matter. The people know what all the prophets said. Jeremiah, what is your message to the people of Judah?

Jeremiah: 
God told me to warn them to stop following false gods.

Prosecutor: 
And if they didn’t?

Jeremiah: 
They would face punishment, of course.

Prosecutor: 
What kind of punishment?

Jeremiah: 
They would be carried off as slaves to a foreign land.

Prosecutor: 
And you warned the people about this?

Jeremiah: 
Yes, I did.

Prosecutor:
 Did you tell the king?

Jeremiah: 
Yes, I did.

Prosecutor: 
Did the people change?

Jeremiah: 
No, they did not.

Prosecutor: 
And did this really happen?

Jeremiah: 
Yes. The people became prisoners of Babylon.

Judge: 
Perhaps we should hear from the defense.

Defense: 
Jeremiah, how can you tell what people really think in their hearts?

Jeremiah: 
They show what’s in their hearts by what they do.

Defense: 
What do you mean?

Jeremiah: 
If they believe in false gods, they worship false gods. If they believe in the true God, they worship the true God.

Defense: 
Isn’t it possible the people didn’t really mean what they did?

Jeremiah:
 I don’t believe so.

Defense: 
Isn’t it true that we all make mistakes?

Jeremiah: 
Yes, that’s true.

Defense: 
Jeremiah, what do you believe about the love of God?

Prosecutor: 
Objection! What does that have to do with anything?

Defense: 
We believe God loves his people, no matter what.

Prosecutor: 
That is true. But the people still sinned.

Defense: 
That’s just your opinion. They were just confused.

Judge: 
I think Jeremiah’s testimony proved the people sinned. But I also agree God loves his people. Prosecution, you may call your next witness.

Prosecutor: 
Your Honor, Jeremiah was our only witness.

Judge: 
Does defense have anything to say?

Defense: 
No, your Honor.

Judge: 
Then the case goes to the jury now. Thank you, everyone.

Have the large group play the “jury” in the case and decide if the people of Judah were guilty of the charge of following their own ways instead of God’s.

At the end of the story time ask:

• Do you think the people of Judah deserved what happened to them? 
• How could God show love for his people even in punishment?

Say, When we mess up, we have to face the consequences of our actions. But that doesn’t mean God ever stops loving us.
Explore More (10 Minutes)- Seems Like A Puzzle
Supplies: copies of Puzzle Writing handout, pencils
Say, In the Bible story, God’s people refused to be sorry and kept on sinning. If I asked you for a list of all the ways you mess up, it would probably be pretty long, too. But God’s love is always longer than our list of sins. It is something to really think about, the fact that no matter how many times we mess up God is always there loving us. Look at the scrambled verses on the handout and rearrange them to make sense.
• What do these verses tell you about God?

• What do these verses tell you about yourself?

Say, Sometimes it’s good to talk to ourselves! It’s good to remind ourselves of how much God loves us, no matter what.
Snack

Bible Verse (5 minutes)- I Say Myself Balloon Rub
Supplies: balloons, permanent markers

Briefly talk about what a “speech balloon” is. Most will recognize the device of words in a shape over someone’s head, such as in newspaper comics or comic books. Say, We’re going to try to make another kind of speech balloon today to show our thoughts. Review the words of the Bible verse: “I say to myself, ‘The Lord is everything I will ever need. So I will put my hope in him’” (Lamentations 3:24). Then have kids inflate the balloons and tie them closed. The children can use markers to write the words of the Bible verse on an inflated balloon. Then have them rub the balloons on their hair and try to get them to stick to their heads. How much of the Bible verse can they recite before the balloons come loose? Keep playing and see who can say the entire verse. 

Then talk about:

• Why is it good to remind ourselves—to say to ourselves—that the Lord is everything we need?

• What does it mean to put your hope in the Lord?

Say, Even when we mess up big time, like God’s people in the Bible story, his love for us never ends.
Extra Time…..

Pull out board games or MadLibs from the bottom shelf in the black cabinets.
Take Home Sheet-
Please make sure each child’s take home sheets and Parent’s Page are in the paper pockets outside the classroom. Remind the children that if they memorize the verse this week and come back on Sunday and say it to the teacher then they can pick a prize out of the treasure box!
