

Week 6- March 11th  


Week 6 (3rd-5th grade)

March 11, 2012
Lesson- The Return Home
Materials-


· Treasure Box
· Bibles
· Bible Verse Questions
· four buckets or baskets
· small ball or beanbag 
· “Tower Maze” worksheet
· “I Am the Temple of God” activity sheet
· “Parent’s Page”
Bible Point- God’s people promise to follow his ways. God wants me to follow him.
Memory Verse- Zechariah 8:8
“…they will be my people. I will be their faithful God, I will keep my promises to them.”

Last Week’s Memory Verse (5 minutes)- Daniel 6:10 
“[Daniel] went to his room three times a day to pray. He got down on his knees and gave thanks to his God.”

As students enter the classroom ask if they know their memory verse from last week. If they can recite it to you, allow the student to pick a prize from the treasure box. Then, have the students put their prizes in the paper pockets outside the classroom. They can pick them up after class.
Come Together (10 minutes)- Wall
Supplies: none
If you have a small class, all the children can participate. With a larger group, ask for several volunteers. Ask children to stand sideways against a wall and put one shoulder and one foot against the wall. Challenge them to try to lift the other foot off the floor. This is more difficult than it looks! After a few tries, explain that this action requires shifting your body’s balancing point, but the wall keeps you from doing that. 

Talk about:

• Tell me about something you’ve done that looked easy but turned out to be hard.

• Do you like to try new things, or do you like to stay with the old way? Explain.

Say, In the Bible story today, we’ll see that God’s people reached a point where they had to shift their balancing point. They had to make some changes to do what God asked them to do.
The Story (15 minutes)- The New Temple
Supplies: Bibles, classroom props

Follow the directions to present the following Bible story. Then gather to debrief.

The New Temple

Assign children to four groups. Each group will read a passage together and decide how to dramatize it for the large group. Let them use whatever props they can find around the classroom. Allow about ten minutes for groups to plan their presentations. If you have a small class, groups can do more than one scene, or the class can dramatize all the scenes together.

Read the narration that follows, pausing as indicated for groups to present.
Scene 1: Ezra 1:1–7

Scene 2: Ezra 3:10–11

Scene 3: Ezra 3:12–13

Scene 4: Ezra 6:16–18

God’s people were excited! After long years of living in a foreign country far away, they were going home!

Pause for the first group to present Scene 1, then continue the narration.

Forty-two thousand people made the long trip back to Jerusalem, ready to rebuild their land.

Pause for the second group to present Scene 2, then continue.

But there were some people making loud noises not because they were glad, but because they were sad!

Pause for the third group to present Scene 3, then continue.

Not everyone in Jerusalem was excited about the new temple. The people who had been living in Jerusalem during all the years while God’s people were gone didn’t want a new temple. They didn’t even want all these strange people there. They tried to cause all kinds of trouble to get rid of God’s people and stop the building project, but King Cyrus had given the order for God’s people to go back to Jerusalem, so the grumblers couldn’t really do anything about it.

The people had to build houses, too. Some of them got distracted with building their own houses and forgot about working on the temple. So God sent messengers named Haggai and Zechariah to remind the people what they were supposed to be doing. Haggai and Zechariah reminded the people that God loved them and wanted them to worship him in the temple. Zechariah told the people that God said, “I will save my people. I will gather them from the countries of the east and the west. I will bring them back to live in Jerusalem. They will be my people. I will be their faithful God. I will keep my promises to them.”

Then the people got back to work on the temple.

Pause for the fourth group to present Scene 4, then wrap up.

Now the people would be able to worship the way God wanted them to. Now they would have a place to come and praise God together. Now they could let everyone around them know they wanted to follow God. Going back to Jerusalem and rebuilding the temple was their way of saying they were ready to follow God now.

At the end of the story time ask:
• How did the people show they were going to follow God?

• Name some ways you can follow God.

Say, We all make mistakes, but God welcomes us to get right back on the path of following him.
Explore More (10-15 Minutes)
Supplies: Bible Verse Questions, four buckets or baskets, small ball or beanbag

To set up the game, set the four buckets in a straight line with about a foot between each bucket. Cut apart the Bible Verse questions from the handout and put one in each bucket. Have players stand two or three feet back from the first bucket and toss the beanbag into the first bucket. If a player misses, another player takes a turn. If a player hits the first bucket, have a helper pull the Bible Verse Question out of the bucket and the player that did the tossing answers it. Then that player moves on to the next bucket. The goal is to be able to hit all four buckets in a row without missing. Whenever a player misses, someone else gets a turn. 

After the game, talk about:

• What does this verse tell us about what following God’s ways will be like?

• Can anyone say the whole verse without missing?

Say, Following God is something to celebrate! Let the world know that’s what you want to do!
Snack

Game (5 minutes)- Tower Maze
Supplies: “Tower Maze” worksheet, Pencils
Hand out the “Tower Maze” worksheets and pencils. Tell the kids they are going to have a race to see who can finish first.
Closing (5-10 minutes)- I Am The Temple of God
Supplies: “I Am the Temple of God” activity sheet, pencils

Look at the brick wall on the I Am a Temple of God handout. Brick walls are strong and solid. Our relationship with God should be as strong and solid. It is built with God’s promises to us and his people and with our promises to him. With the class talk about the promises that have been made throughout the Bible and about some of the promises that we make to God. Have the children fill the bricks in with some of those promises, choosing the ones that are most important to them. Have some of the children share with the class.
Extra Time…..

Pull out board games from the bottom shelf in the black cabinets.
Take Home Sheet-
Please make sure each child’s take home sheets and “Parent’s Page” are in the paper pockets outside the classroom. Remind the children that if they memorize the verse this week and come back on Sunday and say it to the teacher then they can pick a prize out of the treasure box!

