

Week 7- March 18th 


Week 7 (4-6 year olds)

March 18, 2012
Lesson- The Queen of Beauty and Courage
Materials-


· Treasure Box

· “100 Sing Along Songs for Kids” DVD 
· 40 pieces of construction paper
· Glue stick 
· Crayons
· “Queen Esther” coloring page
· “Parent’s Page” handout
Bible Point- Esther gets her heart ready for a hard job. God helps me when it’s hard.
Memory Verse- Esther 4:16
“… Don’t eat or drink anything for three days. … I and my attendants will fast just as you do. Then I’ll go to the king.”
Last Week’s Memory Verse- Zechariah 8:8
“They will be my people. I will be their faithful God. I will keep my promises to them.”

As students enter the classroom ask if they know their memory verse from last week. If they can recite it to you, allow the student to pick a prize from the treasure box. Place their prize in the child’s paper pocket hanging outside the door.
Worship (10 minutes) 

Supplies- TV, 100 Sing Along Songs for Kids DVD


Pick 4 songs to sing together as a class from the DVD. Help lead kids in doing the signs in the songs. 

Come Together (5 minutes)
Supplies: None

Sometimes, we need to get ready for things. If you were to get ready for a party, what would you do? Allow time to answer. If you were to get ready to eat dinner, what would you do? Allow time to answer. If you were to get ready for Sunday school, what would you do? Allow time to answer. If you were to get ready for bed, what would you do? Allow time to answer. 

Then ask:
• Why don’t you do the same things to get ready for different activities?

• Why is it important to get ready?

Say, In today’s Bible story, we’re going to learn about someone who had to get ready to do a lot of different things. Because she did, good things happened to her and many others.
The Story (10 minutes)- Esther Gets Ready
Supplies: None 
Esther was a beautiful girl. She was a Jew. When her parents died, her cousin Mordecai took the place of her father. The king’s men saw Esther. They were looking for a new queen. They chose her as one of the girls who might become the queen.

Have students clap and say, Get ready, Esther.

And she did. She and all the other girls chosen had to do many things. They ate special foods. They did many things to make themselves more beautiful to the king. Mordecai also asked her to do something. He asked her not to tell anyone that she was a Jew. Esther agreed. When the king saw Esther, he chose her to be his queen.

Meanwhile, the king chose Haman to run a lot of his business. Haman made everyone bow down to him. Mordecai did not bow down. This made Haman mad. He wanted to get rid of Mordecai. He wanted to get rid of all of Mordecai’s family and friends. Haman found a way to make a law that would get rid of all the Jews. When Mordecai heard about this law, he told Esther.

Have students clap and say, Get ready, Esther.

And she did. She told Mordecai to fast and pray for her. She had to tell the king, but she had not seen him in a while. He had been very busy.

Have students clap and say, Get ready, Esther.

And she did. After fasting and praying, Esther went to see the king. He was glad she came to see him. Esther had to tell him what was happening, but not yet.

“If it pleases you,” she told King Xerxes. “Come to a big dinner I’ve prepared for you. Please have Haman come with you.” So he did. And after enjoying it, the king told Esther that he would give her anything she wanted.

Have students clap and say, Get ready, Esther.

And she did. She told the king and Haman, “I would like you to come to a big dinner here tomorrow.” And they agreed.

Have students clap and say, Get ready, Esther.
And she did. The next day when the king came, he said, “Tell me what you want, Queen Esther, and I will give it to you.”

Now was the time that Esther had been getting ready for. “Please spare me and my people,” she said.

“Who wants to hurt you?” demanded King Xerxes.
“Haman,” Esther said. This made the king angry. The king punished Haman and chose Mordecai to help run his kingdom. Because of Esther, the Jews were not hurt.

After the Bible story, ask:

• Who did King Xerxes choose to be his wife? (Esther)

• What did Esther ask King Xerxes to do? (She asked him to save her and her people.)

Say, Esther gets her heart ready for a hard job. God helps me when it’s hard. Have children repeat the Bible Point with you.
Say, Let’s ask God to help us get ready for whatever he wants us to do. Pray with your students.
Explore More (10-15 Minutes) Esther’s Special Placemat
Supplies: construction paper, glue stick

1. To prep for this activity:

• Take a piece of construction paper and cut it lengthwise into one inch strips, making sure to leave a one inch border along one side so all the strips stay connected. This will be the base of the placemat. Each student will need one.

• Take colored pieces of construction paper and cut them width wise into one-inch sections. You should have several colored strips when you’re done.

2. Have students take a strip of construction paper and thread it through their mats. They should go under the first row, then over the next. Repeat until the strip is completely threaded through the placemat.

3. Repeat with another strip. Then another.

4. Make sure to push the strips together so the placemat will not have holes in it.

5. When the last strip is threaded through the placemat, take a glue stick and glue down the edges. This will make sure the strips won’t fall out of the placemat.

6. Have students write their names on the back
Playtime (15 Minutes)

Line the children up and walk them over to the Play Room (the classroom attached to the nursery.) Please stay in the room with the children. Now is a good time to take the children on bathroom breaks. 

*Only use the main bathrooms for MHCC Kids. Do NOT us the small bathroom near the nursery. Make sure to prop the main bathroom doors open while in use. If a child has an accident, radio the child’s parent. 

Snack- (5-7 Minutes)


First sanitize the children’s hands with the hand sanitizer. Use the wet wipes to clean up the children’s face and hands.
Memory Verse (5-10 Minutes)- Queen Esther
Supplies: ‘Queen Esther” coloring page, Crayons

Hand out the coloring page. Read the directions out loud. As the children are coloring walk around and write the verse for today on the bottom of their coloring page. Say the verse with each child.        
Extra Time….

Take the kiddos to the playroom again or pull out a game from the bottom of the black cabinet.
Take Home Sheet-
Please make all of the children’s worksheets and “Parent’s Page” is in the paper pockets outside the classroom ready for pickup after class. Remind the children that if they memorize the verse this week and come back on Sunday and say it to the teacher then they can pick a prize out of the treasure box!
