

Week 8- March 25th  


Week 8 (3rd-5th grade)

March 25, 2012
Lesson- Rebuilding the Wall
Materials-


· Treasure Box
· sugar wafer cookies 
· disinfectant wipes
· cookie sheet
· “God Is On Their Side” handout
· Copies of “Parent’s Page” 
Bible Point- Nehemiah was sure of God’s power. God is on my side.
Memory Verse- Nehemiah 4:14
“Don’t be afraid of your enemies. Remember the Lord. He is great and powerful.”
Last Week’s Memory Verse (5 minutes)- Esther 4:16
“… Don’t eat or drink anything for three days. … I and my attendants will fast just as you do. Then I’ll go to the king.”
As students enter the classroom ask if they know their memory verse from last week. If they can recite it to you, allow the student to pick a prize from the treasure box. Then, have the students put their prizes in the paper pockets outside the classroom. They can pick them up after class.
Come Together (10 minutes)
Supplies: none

 As you begin the lesson, let children know you have a math challenge for them. Come up with a series of simple mathematical operations that children can do in their heads. If you prefer, you can let them use scratch paper. Either way, call out the operations at a pace that is hard to keep up with. For instance, “Add 4 plus 12 and divide by 4, add 6, divide by 2, multiply by 5 . . .” You might want to plan your sequence out ahead of time so you know what the correct answer is at the end. Before revealing the answer, ask children what answers they came up with, then press them to say how sure they are. 

Talk about:

• Tell me some things you are sure of. Then tell me some things you’re not sure of.

• What makes you sure of some things and not sure about other things?

Say, In the Bible story today, we’ll meet Nehemiah and we’ll find out what he was sure of.
The Story (15 minutes)- Nehemiah is Sure 
Supplies: None
As you tell the story, you’ll pause as indicated and ask the same pair of questions each time: “Do you think …?” “Are you sure?”

Nehemiah had a job that not many people had. He was the drink-tester for the king of Persia. But Nehemiah’s heart was far away in Jerusalem. He wanted to go to Jerusalem and help rebuild the city. First he had to ask the king’s permission to go.
Do you think the king will give permission? Pause for responses.

Are you sure? Pause for responses.

Nehemiah was sure going to Jerusalem was the right thing to do, and the king agreed. When Nehemiah got to Jerusalem, he found everything was a big mess! The people were having a hard time. The wall around the city was still broken down, and the gates had been burned. Other people who lived in the area were making fun of God’s people. No one seemed to be in charge. Not much was getting done.

Do you think Nehemiah is going to give up and go home to Persia?

Are you sure?

Nehemiah was sure he could help! He was going to get busy doing something about these problems. But first, he stopped to pray. He said, “You are a great and wonderful God. You keep the promise you made with those who love you. See how your people are suffering. Pay careful attention to my prayer.”

Do you think Nehemiah could get everybody to work?

Are you sure?

Nehemiah was sure they could get the job done if everyone worked together. Nehemiah got everybody organized to get to work. Everybody had a job to do, and they followed Nehemiah’s leadership. The people worked with all their hearts and built up the wall till it was half as high as they wanted it to be. But the problems were still there. Other people living in that area still wanted God’s people to stop building the wall. They still did everything they could to cause problems and get in the way.

Do you think Nehemiah has a plan to solve this problem?

Are you sure?

Nehemiah was sure God wanted them to build that wall. He assigned the families to work on the wall, but he told them to keep their swords and spears close to them. He said to the people, “Don’t be afraid of your enemies. Remember the Lord. He is great and powerful.”

Do you think the people were encouraged by this?

Are you sure?

Nehemiah was sure. From then on, half the people did the work building the wall. The other half guarded the workers. Everyone was watching for the enemies and stayed ready to fight if they had to. They worked from the first light of sunrise until the stars came out at night.

Do you think the wall got built all the way up?

Are you sure?

Nehemiah was sure. At long last, the wall was finished, and it was time for celebration. Jerusalem, God’s holy city, finally had a wall to protect it. And to celebrate, the people gathered to worship. Ezra, the priest, stood before all the people and read from the law of God from sunrise until lunch time. Everyone listened carefully, and when he was finished, they bowed down and worshiped the Lord.

Do you think Nehemiah was happy about this?

Are you sure?

Nehemiah was sure this was the right thing to do. He said to the people, “This day is set

apart to honor the Lord your God. Don’t be sad. The joy of the Lord makes you strong.” Then all the people went off to eat and drink and celebrate.

Do you think Nehemiah got the job done?

Are you sure?

Nehemiah was sure of God’s power. He knew no matter what the enemies tried to do, God was still more powerful. God was on the side of his people, and he’s on your side, too!

At the end of the story time ask children to recap the story. Then read the Bible verse for today out loud. 

Ask:

• Why do you think Nehemiah was so sure of God’s power?

• How did Nehemiah handle the things that happened that could have made him not so sure?

Say, The next time you feel alone, remember that God is on your side.
Explore More (10 Minutes) Cookie Wall 
Supplies: sugar wafer cookies, disinfectant wipes, cookie sheet

Say, God’s people built the wall around Jerusalem. Let’s use these sugar wafer cookies that look sort of like bricks and see how big a wall we can build. Use wipes to have children clean their hands before beginning. Build cooperatively on the cookie sheet. The easy way to build is to lay the cookies flat and stack them, but challenge the class to see if they can set cookies on their sides and balance others on top to build a wall. 

Then munch on the wall as you talk about:
• What problems did the people run into as they were building the wall?

• How did Nehemiah show he was sure of God’s power?

Say, Nehemiah is a good example of being confident. When you’re doing what God asks you to do, you can be confident God is on your side.
Snack

Game (10 Minutes)- City of Jerusalem 
Supplies: none
The children will pretend to run into the City of Jerusalem to visit Nehemiah. Have all the children line up on one side of the room. Then choose one child to be Nehemiah. Have him or her stand on the other side of the room. 

All of the children will chant, "Nehemiah, Nehemiah, can we enter the City of Jerusalem?"

Then, with help from the teacher, the child pretending to be Nehemiah says something like, "Yes, but only if you are wearing RED!"

All of the children wearing RED are free to run to the other side of the room. Everyone else must wait. Then, after everyone wearing red is safe on the other side of the room, Nehemiah chases everyone else. They try to run to the other side before the Nehemiah catches them. If the Nehemiah is able to tag someone, this child becomes the new Nehemiah and the play continues.

Each time, help the child playing the part of Nehemiah select something common to only some of the children. For example, only BOYS, only GIRLS, only if you have SHOES WITH LACES, or only if you have LONG HAIR, etc.
Closing (5 minutes)- God is On Their Side
Supplies: “God Is On Their Side” handout
Pass out a “God Is On Their Side” handout to each child. Split the group into small groups and make sure each group has a Bible and pencils. Talk about the many ways that the people of God relied on God. Talk about how today we also rely on God for everything.

Have the groups look in the Bible for the stories of the people on the handout. Have the small groups read the stories together and summarize them. Tell them to comment on how God helped each person be confident.
Extra Time…..

Pull out board games from the bottom shelf in the black cabinets.
Take Home Sheet-
Please make sure each child’s take home sheets and “Parent’s Page” are in the paper pockets outside the classroom. Remind the children that if they memorize the verse this week and come back on Sunday and say it to the teacher then they can pick a prize out of the treasure box!
