

Week 9- April 1st  


Week 9 (1st/2nd)

April 1, 2012
Lesson- The Birth of the King
Materials-


· Treasure Box
· 10 Popsicle sticks per child
· Star templates (1 per student)
· Hot glue gun
· Glitter pens
· Markers
· Fishing line
· “The Nativity” handout 
· Copies of “Parent’s Page”
Bible Point- God sent a Savior for the world. I can believe Jesus is my Savior.
Memory Verse- Luke 2:11
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord.
Last Week’s Memory Verse (5 minutes)- Nehemiah 4:14
“Don’t be afraid of your enemies. Remember the Lord. He is great and powerful.”
As students enter the classroom ask if they know their memory verse from last week. If they can recite it to you, allow the student to pick a prize from the treasure box. Then, have the students put their prizes in the paper pockets outside the classroom. They can pick them up after class.
Come Together (10 minutes)
Supplies: none
As you open your time together, quiz the class to see how well they know familiar Christmas songs. Explain that you’ll say a phrase, and see if they can tell you what comes next in the song. For instance, if you say, “Silent night,” children respond, “holy night.” If children seem to know the easy ones, make the song lines a little harder or longer. 

Talk about:

• What’s your favorite Christmas carol and why?

• How do Christmas songs help us remember the Christmas story?

Say, In the Bible story today, we’re going to hear the details of the Christmas story. Let’s see how well we know them.
The Story (15 minutes)- A Savior Comes 

Supplies: None
In this story, you will deliberately make mistakes. The children will let you know when they think you’ve made a mistake and provide the right information.

Say, Listen carefully to the story, because I might get confused. I might need you to help me get the facts straight. If you think I’m saying something that’s not quite right, stomp your feet until I stop. Then you can tell me what I said wrong and help me get it right. Begin the story, pausing as indicated for children to stomp and correct you. If children don’t stop you, then stomp your own feet and correct yourself.
God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee. The angel went to a young woman named Matilda. Pause, stomp, and correct. Oh that’s right; her name was Mary, and she was engaged to a man named Charles. Pause, stomp, and correct. Thanks for straightening me out. His name was Joseph. Mary and Joseph—I’ve got it now. The angel Gabriel greeted Mary and said, “The Lord has given you special favor.”

Gabriel told Mary she was going to become pregnant by the Holy Spirit of God and give birth to a baby girl. Pause, stomp, and correct. Not a girl? Then it must have been a boy—a baby boy. Mary was pretty happy about this, and she praised God.

Someone else needed to hear this news. Mary was engaged to Charles, I mean Joseph. When he found out Mary was going to have a baby, he wasn’t sure he wanted to marry her. Then an angel of the Lord came to him in the bathtub. Pause, stomp, and correct. No, not the bathtub—it was a dream. The angel came to him in a dream and said, “Don’t be afraid to take Mary home as your wife. She is going to have a son. You must give him the name Mike.” Pause, stomp, and correct. I knew that didn’t sound right. The baby’s name would be Jesus. That’s right, Jesus. When Joseph woke up from the dream, he did what the angel of the Lord told him to do. He took Mary home as his wife.

In those days, President Lincoln made a law. Pause, stomp, and correct. That doesn’t sound right, does it? It can’t be Lincoln. How about Caesar Augustus? Yes, that sounds better. Caesar Augustus, the Roman emperor, wanted a list of everyone in the whole Roman world. All the people had to go to their hometowns to put their names on the official list.

Joseph and Mary lived in Nazareth. But that’s not the town Joseph came from. His family came from New York City. Pause, stomp, and correct. Okay, it wasn’t New York; it was Bethlehem. He came from Bethlehem. So Joseph and Mary had to go to Bethlehem, the town of David. While they were there, the time came for Mary’s baby to be born. She gave birth to her first baby. It was a boy. She wrapped him in large strips of cloth and placed him in a manger.

Out in the fields nearby, there were carpenters. Pause, stomp, and correct. Carpenters don’t work in a field. It must have been shepherds. They were taking care of their puppies. Pause, stomp, and correct. I guess shepherds don’t take care of puppies. They take care of sheep.
An angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds. The glory of the Lord shone all around them. They were ready to party! Pause, stomp, and correct. I guess it was kind of scary. Those shepherds were terrified. Nothing like this had ever happened before. The angel said, “Don’t be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy. It is for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you. He is Christ the Lord. Here is how you will know I am telling you the truth. You will find a baby wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger.

And then a whole rock band appeared in the sky. Pause, stomp, and correct. Okay, not a rock Then the angels left and the shepherds looked at each other. They said, “Let’s go to Bethlehem. Let’s see this thing that has happened.” So off they went to Bethlehem. When they got there, they couldn’t find Mary and Joseph anywhere. Pause, stomp, and correct. That’s not right. The truth is they found Mary, Joseph, and the baby. The baby was lying in the manger, just like the angel had said. After the shepherds had seen him, they told everyone about what had happened. Everything they had seen and heard was just as they had been told.

But Mary kept all these things like a secret treasure in her heart. She thought about them over and over. 
The light of God had come into the world. That light was Jesus. Not everyone believed in him. Some people did accept him. They believed in his name. He gave them the right to become children of God. Jesus came from the Father, and he was full of grace and truth. band—a large group of angels. They praised God, saying, “May glory be given to God in the highest heaven!”

After the story ask:

• What is your favorite part of the Christmas story?

• What difference does it make if you think Jesus is the Savior of the world?

Say, Christmas is a favorite time of year for many people. Remembering that Jesus is the Savior makes it even more special.
Craft (20 Minutes)- Star 

Supplies: 10 Popsicle sticks per child, star templates, hot glue sticks, hot glue gun, glitter pens, markers, fishing line
1. Place one stick inside one line then add some glue to the top. Position second 

      stick on this.   
2. Continue step 1 until all 5 sticks are in place.

3. Attach some fishing line to one point for hanging.

4. Have the children write today’s verse on the inside of their star

5. Decorate as desired with the glitter pens and markers.

 
SNACK

Game (15 minutes)- Friend Search

Supplies: 2 blindfolds

Choose two kids to be blindfolded. The rest of the kids along with teachers form a large circle and hold hands. Place the two blindfolded kids inside the circle at opposite ends. Then turn them around a few times. When you give the signal, they will try to find each other without making any sounds. The other kids keep the two inside the circle by repeating the words "Wall, Wall, Wall" whenever they get close to the edge. Once the two blindfolded kids find each other, they become friends, and then pick two other kids to play. If time permits, give each child a chance to be inside the circle.
What you will do:
"Today we are going to play a game where two of you must find each other to become friends. What makes this difficult however is that you will be unable to see or speak. It will require a great deal of patience. Are there two of you who would like to go first?" Pick two kids to be friends, and put blindfolds on them.

"Now I would like for everyone else to join hands and make a big circle around these two." Once everyone is in place, give the following instructions for the game:

1. The object is for the two blindfolded kids to find each other and become friends
2. Do not start until teacher says go
3. You can not leave the circle, nor say anything
4. Try to find each other as fast as you can, but without touching the wall
5. If you touch the wall, you must turn around once
6. Everyone holding hands, your job is to keep the two inside the circle
7. When they get close to you, say the word "WALL" over and over
8. When you locate each other, shake each other's hand to end the game 
Closing (5-10 minutes)- The Nativity
Supplies: “The Nativity” handout
Pass out “The Nativity” handout. Talk to the class about the Nativity and review who was there and what was seen. Direct the class to add the details to the picture and color. Bring home to share.









Extra Time…..

Pull out a board game or card game from the bottom shelf in the black cabinets.
Take Home Sheet-
Please make sure each child’s take home sheets and “Parent’s Page” are in the paper pockets outside the classroom. Remind the children that if they memorize the verse this week and come back on Sunday and say it to the teacher then they can pick a prize out of the treasure box!


